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man who could not bear to be thwarted. So he threw
Wolsey into disgrace for his failure, and he quarrelled
with the Pope.

Now it happened that at this time it was easy to find
Martin grounds for a quarrel Religion had become too largely
* a matter of forms and ceremonies merely. Even in the
highest places in the Church there were some who led
evil lives, and had no real faith in what they taught.
Many faithful sons of the Church thought that these
things should not be, and a German monk named Martin
Luther was led to believe a complete change was needed.
In 1517 he " protested " against certain practices of the
Church, and his followers, the first Protestants, converted
a great part of Germany to agree with them and to cast
off the authority of Rome, which meant casting themselves
out of the Church.

Henry might therefore have left the Roman Catholic
Church and become a Protestant. But this was not what
he wished. The Pope, he argued, refused to free him
from his marriage. Very good, he would break free from
the Pope; he would get rid of Catharine through his
own courts; but he had no desire to change his beliefs
as the Protestants were doing. He intended to believe
what he had always believed, but he would not be con-
trolled by the Pope.

In this many people were ready to follow him. Wyclif
Henry and the Lollards had felt the same more than a hundred
h^pSver years before, and the feeling of hostility had grown
Pope! stronger with time.  Consequently, the Parliament which
met in 1529, and is generally called the Reformation Par-
liament, backed up Henry in his schemes.   First, it de-
clared that all appeals to Rome, and appointments made
by the Pope, were illegal;   then it ordered that no pay-
ments should be made to the Pope; and finally, in 1534,
it passed the Act of Supremacy, which said that Henry